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Musical Review

Every single student and teacher who contributed to the production of the musical 
helped to create a fantastic 60’s style theme. 

Do you need Transport Information?

The students at Marymount have beautifully 
executed the musical Hairspray over the past 
week of performances. Every single student 
and teacher who contributed to the production 
of the musical helped to create a fantastic 60’s 
style theme. 

As I watched my peers being exposed as the 
stunning singers that they are, I was dumbfounded 
at their superb talent. Having never known how 
absolutely fantastic they were, I believe this was 
an incredible opportunity for them to show their 
talents. A significant mention must be made of 
Arisa Atanyakui, who sang at a level that would 
be expected of any professional singer. Vince 
Captain Lucy Koschel gave a gutsy performance.

Singers were not the only ones to have talents 
I didn’t expect! A small band of fourteen who 
deserve a mention, played Hairspray’s musical 
track flawlessly, establishing a dynamic rhythm at 
the core of the whole performance; I would also 
like to mention Ms Press and Mrs Baker, for their 
tremendous effort organising the 100+ students 
in the dance ensembles and whole cast groups, 
who performed with enthusiasm and energy. 
Tom Weatherall showed an extraordinary level of 
skill in his dancing, unparalleled by any other. 

It’s easy to see that Mrs Howe, Ms Griffey and all 
the staff involved have poured heart and soul into 
this musical and spent countless hours organising 
and preparing the student cast for their 
performances. This musical was only above the 
level that could be expected, but they rocked it. 
Hairspray has raised the standard of Marymount’s 
school musicals; so if you missed it I would urge 
you to count the days to the next musical. This 
one had so much care and love poured into it that 
I can only imagine what the next one will be like!

Luke Harrison

Year 10 reporter

Your name: Lucy Koschel    Your 
character: Tracy Turnbald

What was the best thing about being in the 
Musical?

The best thing for me about being in the Musical 
is not only the experience that being a part of 
this musical presents, but the fact that I have 
made so many new friends; actually that’s an 
understatement. I have made a new family, a 
second family, one that I know will always be 
there for me through thick and thin. 

What was the highlight about playing your 
character?

The highlight of playing my character was that 
Tracy inspires so many people to do amazing 
things. Including myself. She is able to forget 
about what people think of her and stand up for 
what she believes in. I respect her so much and 
I am so thankful for all the she has taught me 
about being true to myself. 

What have you learnt about yourself by being 
involved with the production of Hairspray?

I have learnt that I need to stop being so negative, 
especially when I am surrounded by a group of 
people that are constantly lifting me up. I have 
learnt that peoples’ opinions of what I wear and 
the way I look is irrelevant, and that so long as 
I am happy with myself, there is nothing wrong. 

Do you have an ambition to continue performing?

Most definitely. I will be auditioning for a few 
different musical theatre courses at the end of 
this year, and hopefully will make this my career. 
I honestly couldn’t imagine my life any other way.

Your name: Reece Jackson 
Your character: Sketch/
Hairspray Can

What was the best thing 
about being in the Musical?

Easily how many people I 
met, friends that I made 
and people that became 
incredibly close to. I have 
many more people I can call 
my friends, and I felt the 
whole cast became closer.

What was the highlight 
about playing your 
character?

The highlight of playing 
my character was making 
an absolute fool of my self 
when I dressed in a giant 
hairspray can and danced 
around to “It’s Hairspray”. I 
was terrified the first time 
we did it in front of people, 
but after stepping on stage I 
just wanted to have a good 
time, and instead of being 
nervous for the part, every 
time I was side stage I was 
so excited.

What have you learnt about 
yourself by being involved 
with the production of 
Hairspray?

I’ve learnt how to be so 
confident that you enjoy 
yourself onstage. I always 
get panicky and nervous, but 
the support of this amazing 
cast gave everyone so much 
confidence, that walking 
onstage is a breeze.

Do you have an ambition to 
continue performing?

Definitely, I’d love to be a 
lead in our next musical, and 
possibly continue it after 
Year 12.

http://www.marymount.qld.edu.au/InformationParents/Pages/Transport-Information.aspx
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Do you need Transport Information?

Your name: Daniel 
Debattista  
Your character: Stooie

What was the best thing 
about being in the Musical?

The best thing about 
being in the Musical was 
definitely the people. Our 
whole “musical family” as 
we affectionately call it, 
had become so close over 
the whole time we were 
together. I have formed 
friendships that I would 
never have had the privilege 
of starting without being 
part of this event.

What was the highlight 
about playing your 
character?

The highlight of playing 
my character was the 
dancing (even though I 
dance like I have two left 
feet!) and the drive of racial 
integration that had to 
be conveyed through my 
character and most of the 
ethnic characters in the 
Musical. The other highlight 
for me was the end fight 
scene after Big, Blonde & 
Beautiful – it was a good 
way to convey the real 
passion I have for the cause. 
(The racial issues currently 
present in Baltimore).

What have you learnt about 
yourself by being involved 
with the production of 
Hairspray?

I have learnt that I can 
gel with a lot of different 
people.  I have made friends 
with performers from 
nearly all year levels. I have 
also found that coming 
out of this experience I 
have gained a lot more 
confidence within myself 
and very surprisingly have 
lost a lot of the nervousness 
in the process.

Your name: Tom Weatherall  
Your character: Seaweed J. Stubbs

What was the best thing about being in the 
Musical?

I loved everything about being in the Musical – 
yes even the fourteen hour-long rehearsal days. 
But if I had to choose the best part about being 
in the Musical it would be working with such an 
amazing group of people. I became close friends 
with so many of the cast and crew, and developed 
an even higher regard and respect for all the staff 
involved. 

What was the highlight about playing your 
character?

The highlight of playing Seaweed was when I 
performed my song Run and Tell That. I had a 
lot of fun with the song itself and I loved the fact 
that the exciting choreography allowed me to 
show off some of my dance moves. It was a really 
fun number and it received a great response 
from the audience. 

What have you learnt about yourself by being 
involved with the production of Hairspray?

I was nervous about singing on stage because I 
had never done it before, but learnt that if I work 
really hard, have confidence in myself, and listen 
to what the teachers are telling me I could do it. 

Do you have an ambition to continue 
performing?

I have always wanted to have a career in the 
performing arts and after being in the musical I 
can’t imagine doing anything else. For me nothing 
beats being up on stage entertaining people!

I was lucky enough to play Seaweed J. Stubbs 
in Marymounts production of Hairspray. I loved 
everything about being in the musical – yes 
even the fourteen hour long rehearsal days. But 
if I had to choose the best part about being in 
the musical it would be working with such an 
amazing group of people. I became close friends 
with so many of the cast and crew, and developed 
an even higher regard and respect for all the 
staff involved. Playing Seaweed was awesome 
but the highlight of playing Seaweed was when 
I performed my song Run and Tell That. I had a 
lot of fun with the song itself and I loved that 
the exciting choreography allowed me to show 
off some of my dance moves. It was a really fun 
number and it received a great response from the 
audience. I was nervous about singing on stage 
because I had never done it before, but learnt 
that if I work really hard, have confidence in 
myself, and listen to what the teachers are telling 
me I could do it. I have always wanted to have a 
career in performing arts and after being in the 
musical I can’t imagine doing anything else. For 
me nothing beats being up on stage entertaining 
people. 

The musical was fun to watch and to be part of. I 
am sure that everyone that went to see it would 
have loved it as much as I did. Thank you to the 
cast, crew and teachers  for putting on a great 
show. 

Codey O’Neill

Year 8 reporter 

http://www.marymount.qld.edu.au/InformationParents/Pages/Transport-Information.aspx
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Do you need Transport Information?

Your name: Carlie Rached   
Your character: Penny Lou Pingleton

What was the best thing about being in the 
Musical?

The best thing about being in the Musical 
was performing on stage with the amazing 
performers throughout the school who share the 
some passion and hobbies as me. Also noticing 
how close we would all come together as one, 
how much we would learn from each other and 
most importantly how much love and respect we 
now share. Being in the Musical has created and 
given me a second family!

What was the highlight about playing your 
character?

The highlight about playing my character was 
being able to express myself and also create 
my own interpretation of the character. Playing 
Penny was an amazing experience as it was a 
change to the usual characters I have played 
in the past, which have had more realistic and 
relatable personalities whilst Penny is more of an 
over the top and mindless character.  

What have you learnt about yourself by being 
involved with the production of Hairspray?

The one thing I have learnt about myself being 
involved with the production of hairspray was 
that I can push myself a lot further than I had 
originally thought; I have also become more 
confident with performing in front of a large 
audience and also have better time management. 

Do you have an ambition to continue 
performing?

Yes, I hope to take performing as a career, it 
would be my ultimate dream. 

Your name: Madeline Fletcher  
Your character: Lou Ann (Nicest kid in town)

What was the best thing about being in the 
Musical?

I believe the best thing about being in the Musical 
was expressing who I really am. I love theatre, 
so this experience provided me with upmost 
excitement and joy when hitting the stage. I love 
that I was able to be myself around so many new 
and loving faces. I made so many new friends, all 
different ages. Most of all I loved being able to 
share one of the most exciting moments of my 
life with people who I now call family. 

What was the highlight about playing your 
character?

The highlight of playing my character was to be 
able to be so kind and bubbly on camera, and 
then turn to a nasty teenage girl off camera. It 
was so much fun to do this because it widened 
my dramatic performance skills and made the 
show a bit more realistic and funny. 

What have you learnt about yourself by being 
involved with the production of Hairspray?

I have learnt that no matter what age, I am able 
to connect with so many people that I thought I 
would never speak to. I have also learnt to give 
everything my all in every rehearsal and show to 
grow as a performer. 

Do you have an ambition to continue performing?

It was always been a dream of mine to become a 
theatre performer. Doing this show has made me 
realise how exciting and professional theatre can 
be. It is what I have been striving for and what I 
will continue to strive for in the future. 

http://www.marymount.qld.edu.au/InformationParents/Pages/Transport-Information.aspx
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Feedback from www.facebook.com/marymountcollegemusical

MuSiCAL REviEWS ON SOCiAL MEDiA

“Fantastic job I enjoyed every minute of the 
show”

“Job well done everyone , all the hard work & 
dedication paid off- My family really enjoyed 
it!! Lots of amazing talent-Bring on the next 
one!!!”

“Wow … what a fantastic show!! Big 
congratulations to the amazing teachers & crew, 
the band was awesome & hats off to ALL the 
150+ talented students on their performance! 
You did us all proud!!”

“... a fantastic show, thank you to all the teachers, 
staff and of course - the cast, all your efforts and 
hard work have definitely paid off with an amazing 
performance. Such a wonderful experience for 
everyone and so much Marymount talent. We 
are very proud parents. “

“Well done to everyone, drove from Ipswich to 
see the show . Great band and amazing talent.”

“We loved it. Well done to all the cast and 
crew. A special thank you to the Teachers. As a 
Mum, it is hard enough organising my kids. To 
put together a show, the steps, the lines, the 
choreography, the costumes, the sets.....what 
a monumental effort. And most of that in your 
free time. So thank you so much, it brought a lot 
of people joy”

“Just wonderful. Congratulations to all 
involved. Can’t wait for the next one.”

“Amazing show, what a wonderful experience for 
all involved , take a collective bow Marymount 
you did us proud !!”

“Just excellent, well done all involved.”

“Fantastic show. Congratulations to everyone 
involved. Very entertaining!”

“Such a fantastic show... All their hard work 
has paid off. Well done Marymount family - so 
proud to be part of such talented kids and 
teachers. My family and friends really enjoyed 
it.”

“Very proud of everyone involved.”

“Ah, Josh in makeup and a dress. My life is 
complete.”

“It was awesome! So many hard working 
students and teachers. So professional. So much 
talent!”

“omg- just loved it… had a few tears…. feeling 
proud!”

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Marymount-College-Musical/814628671948774
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