
 

 
Year 11 Study of Religion Curriculum Overview 

The ‘Study of Religion’ course, as a Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority subject at 
Marymount College is undertaken as an investigation and study of religious traditions and how 
religion has influenced, and continues to influence, people’s lives. Units 1 and 2 provide 
foundational learning, which allows students to experience all syllabus 
objectives and begin engaging with the course subject matter. Students become aware of their 
own religious beliefs, the religious beliefs of others, and how people holding such beliefs are 
able to co-exist in a pluralist society. 
 
In this subject, students study the five major world religions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Hinduism and Buddhism; and Australian Aboriginal spiritualities and Torres Strait Islander 
religion. These are explored through sacred texts and religious writings that offer insights into 
life, and the rituals that mark significant moments and events in the religion itself and the lives 
of adherents. Sacred texts, religious writings and rituals provide the foundations for 
understanding religious ethics and the ways religion functions in society and culture. 
 
Throughout the course of study, students engage with an inquiry approach to learning about 
religions, their central beliefs and practices, and their influence on people, society and culture. 
As a result, a logical and critical approach to understanding the influence of religion should be 
developed, with judgments supported through valid and reasoned argument. This contributes 
to the development of a range of transferable thinking and processing skills that will help 
students to live and work successfully in the 21st century. 
 
Study of Religion allows students to develop critical thinking skills, including those of analysis, 
reasoning and evaluation, as well as communication skills that support further study and 
postschool participation in a wide range of fields. The subject contributes to students becoming 
informed citizens, as religion continues to function as a powerful dimension of human 
experience. 
Through recognising the factors that contribute to different religious expressions, students 
develop empathy and respect for the ways people think, feel and act religiously, as well as a 
critical awareness of the religious diversity that exists locally and globally. The senior secondary 
curriculum builds on the prior learning in Prep to Year 10, allowing students to use, consolidate 
and expand on what they have learned. The four interrelated strands of Sacred Texts, Beliefs, 
Church and Christian Life also underpin the senior secondary curriculum, identifying core 
content that is to be taught and that students should learn. 

In Terms 1  and 2 of Year 11 students explore Unit 1 - Sacred Texts and Religious Writings 
where they study the texts of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism focusing on 
the purposes of the texts and the impact of these on the lives of the adherents. In Terms 2 and 
3 students investigate Unit 2 - Religion and Ritual where they learn about Lifecycle and 
Calendrical Rituals in the world religions. Where possible a field trip to a reformed synagogue 
and Buddhist temple is undertaken to enhance the students’ understanding of the significance 
of religion in adherents’ lives.  

Pathways 
Study of Religion is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond 
school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Study of 
Religion can establish a basis for further education and employment in such fields as 
anthropology, the arts, education, journalism, politics, psychology, religious studies, sociology, 
business, law and social work. 
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Year 12 Study of Religion Curriculum Overview 

The aim of Religious Education at Marymount College is to provide Christian education in the 
Catholic tradition to students so that they may participate critically and authentically in faith 
contexts and wider society. The ‘Study of Religion’ course, as a Queensland Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority subject, can help students become more effective global citizens by 
developing their knowledge, skills and values, and developing their understanding through 
critical inquiry, debate and reflection, and empathetic engagement with the standpoint of 
others. Students explore and critique the role religion has played and continues to play in the 
world. By the conclusion of the course of study, students will: 

• describe the characteristics of religion and religious tradition; 
• demonstrate an understanding of religious traditions; 
• differentiate between religious traditions 
• analyse perspectives about religious expressions within traditions 
• consider and organise information about religion 
• evaluate and draw conclusions about the significance of religion for individuals and its 

influence on people, society and culture; 
• create responses that communicate meaning to suit purpose. 

The senior secondary curriculum in Year 12 builds on the prior learning in Prep to Year 10 as 
well as aspects studied in Year 11, allowing students to use, consolidate and expand on what 
they have learned. Four interrelated strands of Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and Christian Life 
also underpin the senior secondary curriculum, identifying core content that is to be taught and 
that students should learn. 

In Term 4 of Year 11 and Term 1 of Year 12 students explore Unit 3 - Religious Ethics. Through 
the ethical frameworks of religious traditions, students discover the sources of these ethical 
codes, the actions of individuals and/or groups, the faith which motivates these actions and the 
impact of such actions on the community. They investigate the role which religion has to play in 
facing global issues and challenges, in the framework of ethics. In Terms 2 and 3 Year 12 
students undertake Unit 4 - Religion, Rights and the Nation State, focussing on the social, 
cultural and political implications of religious belief and practice and the creative tension 
between the nation-state and religion. Students consider how religions shape perspectives on 
rights, including human rights. They examine perspectives on human rights by using their 
understandings of religious traditions and the insights that these provide on issues at a local 
and global level. 
Students should complete Units 1 and 2 before beginning Unit 3. Whilst Units 1 and 2 provide 
foundational learning,  Units 3 and 4 consolidate student learning. Only the results from Units 3 
and 4 will contribute to ATAR calculations. 
 
Pathways 
Study of Religion is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond 
school that lead to tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Study of 
Religion can establish a basis for further education and employment in such fields as 
anthropology, the arts, education, journalism, politics, psychology, religious studies, sociology, 
business, law and social work.  
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